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Atkinson County Board of Commissioners
P.O.Box 518 86 South Main St. Pearson, Ga. 31642
"912-422-3391 Fax 912-422-3429
Lace Futch Chairman

| Commissioner Jimmy Roberts Commissioner Gloria Farrell
Commissioner Charlton Gillis Commissioner Danny Spikes
Commissioner Travis Ursrey Road Supervisor David Coffey
County Attorney Jerome Adams EMA Director Mark Ausley
Finance Officer/HR Director Nina Lott County Clerk Darquita Williams

November 9, 2017

Southern Georgia Regional Commission
327 W Savannah Avenue
Valdosta Georgia 31601

RE: Comprehensive Plan Update Submittal

Atkinson County has completed an update of its comprehensive plan and 1s submitting it
with this letter for review by the Southern Georgia Regional Commission and the
Department of Community Affairs.

I certify that we have held the required public hearings and have involved the public in
development of the plan in a manner appropriate to our community’s dynamics and
resources. Bvidence of this has been included with our submittal.

I certify that appropriate staff and decision-makers have reviewed both the Regional
Water Plan(s) covering our area and the Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria
(0.C.G.A. 12-2-8) and taken them into consideration in formulating our plan.

If you have any questions concerning our submittal, please contact Nina Y Lott at 912-
422-3391 or by email; n.lollcatkinson-ga.org .

Sincerely.

\ . i / ;, 4
/, ).r (} (7: C ’/| /.k {/K\

/Lace Futch /
/" Chairman, Atkinson County Commission

Enclosures
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¢ ){(/9/'(()/ Sparsorn
89 Main Street South
Pcarson, Georgia 31642
Phone: 912-422-3397 Fax: 912-422-3393
E-mail: cityhall@cityofpearson.com

7/ (J'}'r/y, 0/ "Sooarson www.cityofpearson.com .
STAY A MINY ;_rc‘r.;l-,@g £ LIFE TIME Bellye D. V\’illiams, E\’Iayor Nell F()rd, Clty Clerk

November 14, 2017

Southern Georgia Regional Commission
327 W Savannah Avenue
Valdosta Georgia 31601

RE: Comprehensive Plan Update Submittal

City of Pearson has completed an update of its comprehensive plan and is submitting it
with this letter for review by the Southern Georgia Regional Commission and the
Department of Community Affairs.

| certify that we have held the required public hearings and have involved the public in
development of the plan in a manner appropriate to our community's dynamics and
resources. Evidence of this has been included with our submittal.

| certify that appropriate staff and decision-makers have reviewed both the Regional
Water Plan<s> covering our area and the Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria
(O.C.G.A. 12-2-8) and taken them into consideration in formulating our plan.

If you have any questions concerning our submittal, please contact Nell Ford at
?12-422-3397 or by email; citvclerk@cityofpearson.com .

{ﬁvmloms
quor City of Pearson

Enclosures
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7 ity of “Willacoochee

Samuel Mewson, Mayor “Where good People Count” Glynn Bailey, Mayor Protem
Pepey MeCletiand, City Clerk 33 ¥lectwood Avenue Verneil Tall, Conncil
Regina Jovdan, JWarer Clerk Willacoochee, GA 31650 Calesha Lott, Conncil
Office: 912-534-5152 George Myers, Cournecil
[Fax: 912-334-3848 DC Willis SR, Council

November 15, 2017

Southern Georgia Regional Commission
327 W Savannah Avenue
Valdosta Georgia 31601

RE: Comprehensive Plan Update Submittal

City of Willacoochee has completed an update of its comprehensive plan and is
submitting it with this letter for review by the Southern Georgia Regional Commission
and the Department of Community Affairs.

| cerlify that we have held the required public hearings and have involved the public in
development of the plan in a manner appropriate to our community's dynamics and
resources. Evidence of this has been included with our submittal.

| certify that appropriate staff and decision-makers have reviewed both the Regional
Water Plan<s> covering our area and the Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria
(O.C.G.A. 12-2-8) and faken them into consideration in formulating our plan.

If you have any questions concerning our submittal, please contact Peggy McClelland
at 912-534-5152 or by email; pegme | @willacoochee.com .

Sincerely,

Samuel Newson
l\/\cly ;r City of Wlllacoochee
74 V.
Il,r"' Fd _,r’_. e

Enclosures s

,.i o //

The City of Willacoochee is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Service Provider



I. Chapter 110-12-1 Minimum Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive
Planning

1. Introduction

The 2018 Atkinson County — Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan Update was
prepared in accordance with the Rules of the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, Chapter 110-12-
1, Minimum Standards and Procedures for Local Comprehensive Planning. '

As required by the Local Comprehensive Planning Standards, the 2018 Atkinson County — Cities of Pearson
and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan Update consists of the following elements:

e Community Goals
e Needs and Opportunities
e Community Work Program

e Land Use Element
(As a community with zoning or land development regulations subject to the Zoning
Procedures Law)

e Economic Development Element
(as a community included in the Georgia Job Tax Credit Tier 1 category)

2. Community Involvement

All of the required elements have been developed with extensive opportunity for involvement and input from
stakeholders throughout the county and cities. The following steps were taken to ensure that this plan
reflected the full range of needs and opportunities from the many stakeholders and residents in the county:

a) The Steering Committee was identified in coordination with the Atkinson County Board of
Commissioners: as well as elected officials or their appointees from the Cities of Pearson and
Willacoochee.

b) An initial Stakeholder Group was identified including City and County elected and appointed
officials, city and county staff, law enforcement, local businesses and industries including the Health
Care Sector, Board of Education, Chamber of Commerce, Industrial Development Authority, and
the general public.

c) Participation techniques were identified. Techniques included meetings/workshops, extensive
email correspondence, website publication of meeting notices and draft documents, and use of
social media.

d) A minimum of three, but as many as needed, publicly notified informal workshops are held in a
central location in the local communities in addition to the two required public hearings.

This series of public workshops is scheduled to review, discuss, and revise as necessary the
existing current comprehensive Goals, lssues and Opportunities, and Policies in the first workshop;
the Report of Accomplishments and Community Work Program in the second workshop; and the
land use element and econamic development element in the third workshop. After each workshop,
the suggested revisions and input are incorporated into the next iteration of the workbook using
notes from the workshops. The new workbook draft is then distributed by email to all stakeholders
and published as a draft on the various local government websites and or Facebook accounts for
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review and comment prior to the next workshop. This is done for each of the workshops. The final
draft of the workbook and draft comprehensive plan update is then distributed again with sufficient
review time prior to the transmittal public hearing where the cornmunity has a final opportunity lo
discuss any additional changes with the elected officials prior to the transmittal of the updated draft
comprehensive plan.

e) Other, separate meetings if needed are held with the individual communities to develop the Report
of Accomplishments for the individual communities and to develop the next five-year Community
Work Program, again for each individual community.

The public hearing kicking off the comprehensive planning process was held on June15, 2017, at the City
of Pearson Civic Center in Pearson, Georgia. It was held for the purpose of making any potential
stakeholders and residents aware that the comprehensive plan update and review was now underway,
explaining the purpose of the update, and encouraging residents and other stakeholders to actively
participate in the plan update.

3. |dentification of Stakeholders

A comprehensive list of potential stakeholders was put together with input from the Chamber of Commerce,
Development Authority, elected officials, and residents. Copies of every meeting's sign-up sheets are
included in this plan in the Appendix.

4. Identification of Participation Techniques

The following participation techniques were utilized during the update process:
e Three Public Hearings:

o Kick-off
o Transmittal
o Adoption

s Three Workshops:
o Goals, issues, and opportunities
o Report of Accomplishments & Community Work Program
o Economic Development and Land Use
o Extensive e-mail correspondence with stakeholders (notices of meetings, e-mail requests
for comments, distribution of revised drafts and final documents)
« County and City Websites
. Dissemination of information in the newspaper (public notices, advertisements)
« County, Cities Facebook accounts

5. Conduct Participation Program

A foundational principle utilized in all of the planning projects Is public and stakeholder participation from
and coordination with multiple and diverse interest groups. In order to ensure the broadest buy-in and
diversity of input.into the comprehensive plan update, all participants were included in the stakeholder
group. Outreach to the public, local governments, chambers of commerce, economic development
authorities, and other stakeholders and interested parties was accomplished by e-mail correspondence,
direct communication, Facebook postings, the project website, and updales provided at workshops and
other group meetings. Opportunity for public comment was provided at public hearings and city and county
commission meetings.

In addition to the two required public hearings, a series of three workshops to discuss several elements of
the plan. The first workshop was used to review the existing goals, issues, and opportunities; in the form of
a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) analysis, participants updated the list of
goals, issues, opportunities, and policies to meet current needs. Copies of the sign-in sheets are provided
in the appendix along with public hearing notices.



The Report of Accomplishments was developed in the second workshop along with the draft of the updated
Community Work Program. The Community Work Program was developed by the participants to include

specific aclion items and projects that would be feasible for the County and the individual communities (o
implement should funding be available.

The third workshop was utilized to update the Economic Development Element and the Land Use Element
and Maps as desired by the local governments. i



6. Consideration of Regional Water Plan and Environmental Planning Criteria

During the preparation of the Comprehensive Plan Update, the local governments must review both the
Regional Water Plan covering its area and the GDNR Rules for Environmenta!l Planning Criteria as laid out
in Chapter 391-3-16 to determine whether any local implementation practices or development regulations
need to be atapted to be vonststent with both.

Suwannee-Satilla Regional Water Plan

Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee lie within the area of the Suwannee-Satilla
Regional Water Plan, which was updated 2016-2017.

The Suwannee-Satilla Regional Water Plan had identified 13 goals, listed below, to implement its vision of
managing water resources in a sustainable manner under Georgia's regulated riparian and reasonable use
laws to support the state's and regions’ economy, 10 protect public health and natural resources, and to
enhance the quality of life for all citizens: while preserving the private property rights of Georgia's
landowners, and in consideration of the need to enhance resource augmentation and efficiency
opportunities.
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Source: CDM Suwannee-Satilla Regional Water Plan

Goals:



1. Manage and develop water resources to sustainably and reliably meet domestic, commercial, and
industrial water needs, including all agricultural sectors {(including agro-forestry).

2. Manage ground and surface water to encourage sustainable economic and population growth in the
region.

3. Manage the Region’s and State's water resources in a manner that preserves and protects private
property rights.

4. Ensure an adequate water supply of suitable quality to meet current and future human needs, while
protecting environmental resources.

5. ldentify opportunities to optimize existing and future supplies, and water and wastewater infrastructure.

6. Promote efficient use and management of surface and groundwater resources 1o allow for sufficient
supplies for current and future generations.

7. Protect and manage surface and groundwater recharge areas to ensure sufficient long-term water
supplies for the region.

8. Protect, maintain, and where appropriate and practicable, identify opportunities to enhance water quality
and river base flows.

9. Protect and maintain regional water-dependent recreational opportunities.
10. |dentify opportunities to manage stormwater to improve water quality and quantity.

11. ldentify and implement cost-effective water management strategies.
12. Seek to provide economically affordable power and water resource service to all citizens in the region.

13. Identify and implement actions to better measure and share water use data and information.

In addition, the Regional Water Plan has adopted several Short-Term Water Quantity and Water Quality
Management Practices, which the local comprehensive plan should include in order to manage water
resources in a sustainable manner through the planning period and beyond:

The most significant issues in the Suwannee-Satilla Region are surface water availability gaps driven by
agricultural usage. As such, the majority of water supply management practices are intended to address
agricultural surface water use.

Short Term Water Quantity Management Practices (0-10 Years)

1. Utilize surface water and groundwater sources within the available resource capacities

2. Water conservation

3 Data Collection and research to confirm the frequency, duration, severity, and drivers of surface water
gaps

4. Evaluate and ensure that current and future surface water permit conditions do not contribute to 7Q10
low flow concerns (1 in 10 years 7-day low flow condition)

5. Encourage sustainable groundwater use as a preferred supply in regions with surface water 7Q10 low
flow concerns and adequate groundwater supply

6. Identify incentives and a process to sustainably replace a portion of existing agricultural surface water
use with groundwater use to address 7Q10 low flow concerns

8. Evaluate the potential to use existing storage to address 7Q10 low flow concerns

9. Education to reduce surficial aquifer groundwaler use impacts to 7Q10 low flow concerns



Short-Term Water Quality Management Practices (0 — 10 Years):

1. Point Sources:

- Support and fund current permitting and waste load allocation process to improve treatment of wastewater
and increase treatment capacity

- Data collection and reseanch n peafirm discharge volumes and waste concentrations as well as receiving
stream flows and chemistry

2. Non-Point Sources:

- Data collection to confirm source of poliutants and causes; encourage storm water ordinances, septic
system maintenance, and coordinated planning

- Ensure funding and support for Best Management Practices Programs by local and state programs,
including urban/suburban, rural, forestry, and agricultural Best Management Practices

3. Non-point Source Existing Impairments:
- Total maximum daily load listed streams: Improve data on source of pollutant and length of impairment;
\dentify opportunities to leverage funds and implement non-point source Best Management Practices

Longer Term (20 — 40 years) water quantity and quality management practices include:

. Improve infiltration and management of wetlands

. Evaluate incentive-based programs to manage, increase, and restore wastewater and stormwater
returns

. |dentify potential/feasibility of a multi-purpose reservoir

) Identify feasibility of regional inter-basin transfer

) Continue wastewater and stormwater master planning

Chapter 391-3-16, Rules for Environmental Planning Criteria

The Environmental Planning Criteria that are part of the Minimum Planning Standards deal specifically with
the protection of water supply watersheds, groundwater recharge areas, wetlands, river corridors, and
mountains, the last of these not being applicable in this region. These criteria were developed by the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as mandated in Part V of the Georgia Planning Act and in the
Mountains and River Corridor Protection Act.

The criteria require that local governments shall identify existing and future water supply watersheds and
adopt a water supply watershed protection plan for their jurisdiction. '

Some uses may be grandfathered, such as land uses existing prior to the adoption of a watershed plan,
mining activities permitted by DNR, certain utilities placements, special forestry, or agricultural services.

The Environmental guidelines also spell out criteria for the delineation of small and large water supply
watersheds, for the protection of groundwater recharge areas, for the protection of wetlands, and for the
protection of river corridors which shall be incorporated into this comprehensive plan and addressed
specifically and in more detail through local ordinances and land development code regulations.



Il. PLAN ELEMENTS

1. Community Goals and Vision

The purpose of the Community Goals Element is to lay out a road map for Atkinson County and the Cities
of Pearson and Willacoochee; to generate local buy-in to the plan; and to ensure that the plan is
implemented. The Goals as listed below were developed in the 2010 Partial Update through several
community workshops. The goals are listed by category and are not listed in order of priority. These Goals
were reviewed and updated individually during the first workshop of this 2017 Comprehensive Plan updale.

Vision

Ten years from now, Atkinson County will continue to have a small-town atmosphere that is characterized
by welcoming communities and a sense of individual belonging. The community's rich agricultural and
forestry heritage will be preserved through the preservation of prominent landmarks and sites will be of
importance to all citizens. Partnerships among the County and the cities will have been expanded to
promote improvement to the quality of life in the community.

Goal 1: NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES — To protect unique cultural character and
sense of place, including historic and unique community events and preserve the unique
natural resources of Atkinson County and Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee including
soils, rivers and lakes.

Goal 2: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - To create and maintain a long-term sustainable and
diverse economic base.

Goal 3: HOUSING — To encourage access to appropriate and affordable housing options for all
residents in all income levels.

Goal 4. LAND USE — To protect and enhance the value of existing development, areas; promote
development and redevelopment; create and enhance stable neighborhoods; and maintain
accessible open space for future land use opportunities.

Goal 5: COMMUNITY FACILITIES & SERVICES — To develop and maintain public services and
facilities to accommodate existing development and to encourage future sustainable
growth in areas where community faciliies and services are provided at adequate
capacities.

Goal 6: INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION — To enhance and maintain communication
between each jurisdiction and surrounding counties in an effort to better serve the residents
of Atkinson County.




2. Issues and Opportunities

The initial Needs and Opportunities were developed and identified in the 2010 Update for Atkinson County
and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee. For this comprehensive plan update, the issues and
opportunities were reviewedain-the first of three workshops. Each of the previously identified issues and
opportunities was reviewed and discussed by the participants, and then either deleted, amended, or
retained as deemed applicable to Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee. This was
done utilizing a strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT) analysis with stakeholders and
residents, analysis of statistical data and information, and review and revision as applicable of the issues
and opportunities.

Resource Conservation - Cultural Resources

Cultural Resources

Issues:
A. Currently the Courthouse is not compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards.

B. Neither the City of Willacoochee nor the County have a Historic Preservation Ordinance, and
there is a need to prioritize our historical preservation and the functionality of such buildings as
the Malone Hotel which has fallen into disrepair.

C. The Minnie Corbitt house (donated to City of Pearson by family) was built in 1873 needs
renovation before utilizing it.

Opportunities:
A. Plans are in next three years to build a new Courthouse that is ADA (Americans with Disabilities)
accessible.

B. The Minnie Corbitt house once renovated will become a museum housing memorabilia such as
photos and artifacts of the history of Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee
and its residents.

C. Thereis a need to get people involved in improvement projects so that they will feel like they are
a part of the process, and will thus have pride of ownership in the project. These types of
improvement projects must include local initiative and support.

D. The County and Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee could collectively purchase and renovate the
Malone Hotel which would serve as a focal point for the area and serving as an asset bringing tax
dollars into the area through several uses.

E. We would like to provide more protection of historic resources

10



Resource Conservation - Natural Resources

Issues:
A. Lack of public boat ramps at both the Alapaha and Satilla Rivers.

B. There are no recreational facilities along the Alapaha and the Satilla Rivers.

Opportunities:

A. The Alapaha River can be a big asset to the community by putting in @ boat ramp on the north
side of the City of Willacoochee allowing for closer access {o the river.

B. Seek participation in the Governor's "Go Fish” initiative along the Satilla and Alapaha Rivers.

C. Unused railroad tracks from City of Willacoochee to City of Pearson can be used for Rails to
Trails.

D. The Alapaha and Satilla Rivers could support a canoe and kayak rental business.

Economic Development

Issues:

A. The lack of parking in the downtown Pearson impedes business development and the downtown
buildings need to be renovated.

B. A county-wide Chamber of Commerce is needed to provide for leadership in implementing new
businesses and retaining current ones.

C. A new Development Authority needs to be established.

D. The Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee need more businesses downtown that will draw people
into the area, such as antique stores to retain tax dollars in the community as much as possible.

E. We need to promote revitalization of our downtown.

Opportunities:

A. Some of the older empty houses in both Cities could be converted into Bed & Breakfast facilities,
and similar businesses which can draw people into the area adding to the tax base and utilizing
housing stock.

B. The City of Pearson has the “Goat Festival and the City of Willacoochee has the “Old Fashion
Day" annual festival that draws people to the city each year and brings outside dollars to the
community.

C. The County and Cities are a designated Tier 1 community, which will benefit from an Opportunity
zone and/or Enterprise zone designation.
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The cities and the county have worked to lower their ISO ratings via the development of new Fire
Departments lowering the property tax burden and will continue to lower even more.

There are several trucking companies in the community that offer employment and help to lower
unemployment rates.and enabling workers to live and work in their county/city residence.

There is a large Hispanic population in the county —the highest in the state. A large portion of the
workforce is comprised of Hispanics, which adds new cultural identity to the County and new
businesses that add to the tax base.

There is a large amount of agricultural production in the county.
Develop and promote tourism opportunities in our community.

Develop a strategy for appropriate economic development of our community.

Development Patterns - Housing

Issues:

A.

C.

We need more regulations for mobile homes, so that they will be developed more attractively but
not prohibitions against them.

The City of Willacoochee needs more low- to- mod and middle-income housing as more
industries are locating and jobs are fast exceeding housing.

We need to manage manufactured homes or mobile home parks in certain neighborhoods.

Opportunities:

A.

There are six A (6) public housing developments within the City of Pearson and four (4) in the
City of Willacoochee. Those developments meet the community's need for public housing.

We would like to increase the mix of housing (by size, type, and price range) in certain
neighborhoods.

Promote development of housing with convenient access to major employers.

Development Patterns -Land.Use

Issues:

A.

B.

The Atkinson County has no zoning in place.
The City of Willacoochee has no zoning in place.

We need to promote development of vacant sites and abandoned structures in our community.

We need to preserve our rural scenery.

12



E. City of Pearson needs to update their zoning/land use.

Opportunities:

AR T 1 e

A. The County needs to work with SGRC to implement Land Development Code Regulations.

B. The City of Willacoochee needs to work with SGRC to implement Land Development Code
Regulations

C. The City of Pearson will work with SGRC to update their Land Development Code Regulations,
Community Facilities and Services

Issues:
A. The County jail is located within the courthouse and is too small.
B. Each of the cities and county only has a volunteer fire department.
C. Need to provide more community gathering spaces
D. Improve our public facility capacity in order to attract new development.
E. Improve community services for underserved neighborhoods using Community Block Grants

F. There are approximately 250 miles of dirt roads in the County and 5 miles of dirt roads in
Pearson. Most people, though, do not want to pave all the roads.

Opportunities

A. The Civic Center can seat 425 people and contains a pa system. It can be used for youth sports
activities, including basketball, volleyball, etc., or just about any event.

B. A new jail is being built using 2001-2005 SPLOST.
C. There is a new park in City of Willacoochee being utilized on West Street called McCranie Park.

D. We would like to reduce the cost of providing public services/facilities.

Intergovernmental Coordination

Issues
A. We need more intergovernmental coordination with all jurisdictions in order to better obtain grants
from state and federal agencies.

B. Need to coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions on shared needs.

Opportunities

13



The Atkinson County community has experienced a trend of increased communication among
local government agencies and governing bodies. This trend should continue as increased
communication and collaboration between the various jurisdictions, school systems, and

authorities would improve future planning efforts and increase effectiveness of individual efforts.

Continued collzbaretion shawd.accurbetween the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee and the
South Georgia Regional Commission.

The cities and county should consider consolidation of emergency services.

There is one fire chief for all of the volunteer fire departments, which provides centralized
leadership.
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3. Analysis of Data and Information

lad e

Population Percentage Increase
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The 2015 population of Atkinson County (the most recent figure currently available) is estimated
at 9,039, a 7.9% increase since 2010. The 2015 population of Pearson is estimated at 2,260, a
6.8% increase since 2010. The 2015 population of Willacoochee 18 1,614, a 16.0% increase since
2010. The County and the City of Pearson gained population from 2000 to 2010 (10.1% for
Atkinson County, 13.9% for the City of Pearson), while the City of Willacoochee’s population
decreased by 2.9%.

2010-2015 65+ Population Percentage Increase

Atkinson County Pearson Willacoochee
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Since 2010, the percentage of the population aged 65 and older has increased substantially in
Atkinson County (21.1%), the City of Pearson (17.7%), and the City of Willacoochee (24.9%).

-
e,

Age Distribution
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According to 2015 estimates, the age distribution in Atkinson County is 11.9% over 65, 57.8%
ages 20-64, and 30.3% under 20. In the City of Pearson, the age distribution is 10.7% over 65,
58.5% ages 20-64, and 30.8% under 20. In the City of Willacoochee, the age distribution is
13.1% over 65, 55.9% ages 20-64, and 31.0% under 20. Atkinson County’s population is 49.4%
female and 50.6% male, the City of Pearson’s population is 49.5% female and 50.5% male, and
the City of Willacoochee’s population is 50.8% female and 49.2% male.
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The population of Atkinson County is 60.7% White/Caucasian, 17.4% Black/African American,
18.2% some other race, 2.2% two Or more races, 0.7% Asian, and 0.7% Native American. The
City of Pearson’s population is 50.8% White/Caucasian, 20.8% Black/African American, 24.5%:
some other race, 2.3% two Or more 1aces, 1.2% Asian, and 0.5% Native American. The City of
Willacoochee’s population s $4:0% White/Caucasian, 29.2% Black/African American, 12.7%
some other race, 2.7% two or more races, 0.4% Asian, and 1.1% Native American.

Hispanic/Latino (of any race)
45 0%
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Atkinson County’s population is 24.3% Hispanic/Latino (of any race), the City of Pearson’s
population is 38.6% Hispanic/Latino, and the City of Willacoochee’s population is 23.1%
Hispanic/Latino.
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Educational Attainment
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s Some coliege, associate's degree
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Among persons aged 25 or older, in Atkinson County, 33.8% have no high school diploma,
37.3% are high school graduates (includes equivalency) with no further education, 20.8% have
an associate’s degree or some college, and 8.1% have a bachelor’s or higher degree. Among
persons aged 25 or older in the City of Pearson, 37.3% have no high school diploma, 40.8% are
high school graduates (includes equivalency) with no further education, 15.4% have an
associate’s degree or some college, and 6.4% have a bachelor’s or higher degree. Among persons
~ aged 25 or older in the City of Willacoochee, 29.2% have no high school diploma, 40.9% are

high school graduates (includes equivalency) with no further education, 20.3% have an
associate’s degree or some college, and 9.7% have a bachelor’s or higher degree.
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Income
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The median household income in Atkinson County 1s $31,712, the median household income in

the City of Pearson is $28,677, and the median household income in the City of Willacoochee is
$34,459.

An estimated 28.7% of Atkinson County’s population, 31.4% of the City of Pearson’s
population, and 44.2% of the City of Willacoochee’s population live below the federal poverty
level. In Atkinson County, 38.3% of persons under age 18 live below the poverty level, in the
City of Pearson 40.1% of persons under age 18 live below the poverty level, and in the City of
Willacoochee 66.5% of persons under age 18 live below the poverty level.

Atkinson County’s estimated unemployment rate is 7.3%, the City of Pearson’s unemployment
rate is 8.7%, and the City of Willacoochee’s unemployment rate is 7.5%. Among adults aged 16
and older, the rate of labor force participation is 59 2% in Atkinson County, 60.6% in the City of
Pearson, and 56.6% in the City of Willacoochee.

Data source: U.S. Census Bureau (iwww.census.gov)
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4. Consideration of DCA Quality Community Objectives
DCA Quality Community Objectives and Best Practices:

1. Economic Prosperity

Encourage development orexpansion of businesses and industries that are suitable for the community.
Factors to consider when determining suitability include job skills required,; long-term sustainability; linkages
to other economic activities in the region; impact on the resources of the area; or prospects for creating job
opportunities that meet the needs of a diverse local workforce. .

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson, And Willacoochee:

. Research and create a source book {0 identify technical and financial assistance available
for local businesses from regional, state and federal sources and make it available to local
businesses. '

o Track business needs of existing businesses to help with business retention.

« Tailor training programs to provide workforce skills needed by local businesses.

2. Resource Management

Promote the efficient use of natural resources and identify and protect environmentally sensitive areas of
the community. This may be achieved by promoting energy efficiency and renewable energy generation;
encouraging green building construction and renovation; utilizing appropriate waste management
techniques; fostering water conservation and reuse; or setting environmentally sensitive areas aside as
green space or conservalion reserves.

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee:
e Create an inventory of environmentally sensitive areas such as groundwater recharge
areas, river corridors and wetlands, as a first step to create a local strategy for minimizing
negative impacts on water quality and quantity.

3. Efficient Land Use

Maximize the use of existing infrastructure and minimize the costly conversion of undeveloped land at the
periphery of the community. This may be achieved by encouraging development or redevelopment of sites
closer to the traditional core of the community; designing new development to minimize the amount of land
consumed; carefully planning expansion of public infrastructure; or maintaining open space in agricultural,
forestry, or conservation uses.

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee:
. Create a historic preservation overlay zone to ensure the preservation of historic
propetties.
. Create some regulatory tools like a zoning code to encourage owners to maintain property
or utilize vacant or unused properties and structures.
. Consider adopting a rehabilitation code in addition to a new construction code to help keep
costs down thereby encouraging rehabilitation of properties.

4. Local Preparedness .
Identify and put in place the prerequisites for the type of future the community seeks to achieve. These
prerequisites might include infrastructure (roads, water, and sewer) to support or direct new growth;
ordinances and regulations to manage growth as desired: leadership and staff capable of responding 1o
opportunities and managing new challenges; or undertaking an all-hazards approach to disaster
preparedness and response.
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Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee:
e Ensure consistency of Atkinson County's and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee's,
ordinances with the adopted comprehensive plan.
« Pursue CDBG grants to implement needed infrastructure projects.
« Continue implementation of a Service Delivery Strategy.

5. Sense of Place

Protect and enhance the community's unique qualities. This may be achieved by maintaining the
downtown as focal point of the community; fostering compact, walkable, mixed-use development;
protecting and revitalizing historic areas of the community; encouraging new development that is
compatible with the traditional features of the community; or protecting scenic and natural features that are
important to defining the community's character.

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee:
o Adopt manufactured home regulations to ensure compatibility of manufactured homes with
surrounding single-family residences and to regulate appearance, layout and location of
manufactured homes. '

6. Regional Cooperation

Cooperate with neighboring jurisdictions to address shared needs. This may be achieved by actively
participating in regional organizations; identifying joint projects that will result in greater efficiency and less '.
cost to the taxpayer; or developing collaborative solutions for regional issues such as protection of shared |
natural resources, development of the transportation network, or creation of a tourism plan. |

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee:
o Meet regularly with SGRC staff to discuss local priorities and projects and explore
opportunities for assistance and coordination with regional efforts.

7. Housing Options

Promote an adequate range of safe, affordable, inclusive, and resource efficient housing in the
community. This may be achieved by encouraging development of a variety of housing types, sizes, costs,
and densities in each neighborhood; promoting programs to provide housing for residents of all
socioeconomic backgrounds, including affordable mortgage finance options; instituting programs to
address homelessness issues in the community; or coordinating with local economic development
programs o ensure availability of adequate workforce housing in the community.

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson, And Willacoochee:

. Consider creating an ordinance to allow cottage zoning to allow very small single-family
homes to fill the need for affordable housing, utilize vacant properties and keep cost down
for construction and so eliminate the need for manufactured homes.

. Provide education on home loan assistance to foster rehabilitation and revitalization.

8. Transportation Options

Address the transportation needs, challenges and opportunities of all community residents. This may be
achieved by fostering alternatives to transportation by automobile, including walking, cyeling, and transit;
employing traffic calming measures throughout the community; requiring adequate connectivity between
adjoining developments; or coordinating transportation and land use decision-making within the community.

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson, And Willacoochee:

o Create a continuous, well maintained sidewalk network, especially around schools.
« Ensure safe, adequate and well-designed facilities for bicyclists.
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9. Educational Opportunities

Make educational and training opportunities readily available to enable all community residents to

improve their job skills, adapt to technological advances, manage \heir finances, or pursue life ambitions.
This can be achieved by expanding and improving local educational institutions or programs, providing
access to other institutions in the region; instituting programs to improve local graduation rates; expanding
vocational education progreme; or-coordinating with local economic development programs to ensure an
adequately trained and skilled workforce. '

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson, And Willacoochee:
«  Ensure that all schools and libraries have adequate and efficient access to the internet to
provide sufficient opportunities for on-line education and certification opportunities.

10. Community Health

Ensure that all community residents, regardless of age, ability, or income, have access to critical goods and
services, safe and clean neighborhoods, and good work opportunities. This may be achieved by providing
services to support the basic needs of disadvantaged residents, including the disabled; instituting programs
to improve public safety; promoling programs that foster better health and fitness; or otherwise providing
all residents the opportunity to improve {heir circumstances in life and to fully participate in the comm unity.

Best Practices recommended for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson, And Willacoochee:
« Develop a comprehensive listing of health services and assistance resources for local
cilizens.
e Coordinate with SWGRC or SGRC to participate in the GDOT 5311 program to provide
public transportation to the next available public health facility.
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5. Goals, Issues and Policies

Cultural Resources

Goal 1: To protect unique cultural character and sense of place, including historic and unique
community events.

Currently the Courthouse is not compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards

Policy 1.1: New courthouse being planned for in next three years

Neither the City of Willacoochee nor the County have a Historic Preservation Ordinance and there
is a need to prioritize our historical preservation and the functionality of such buildings as the
Malone Hotel which has fallen into disrepair.

o Policy 1.2: Encourage the development of a historical preservation ordinance for
Atkinson County and the City of Willacoochee.

o Policy 1.3: Consider identifying sites that could qualify for historical significance.

o Policy 1.4: Promote public involvement opportunities to engage more
citizens in the historical renovation projects.

The Minnie Corbitt house was built in 1873 and needs renovation before utilizing it.

o Policy 1.5: Apply for grants to renovate the Minnie Corbitt house to become a
museum which can house important history of the county and cities.

Natural Resources

Goal 1: Preserve the unique natural resources of Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and
Willacoochee, including soils, rivers, and lakes.
Lack of the boat ramps at both the Alapaha and Satilla Rivers.

o Policy 1.6: Work with Langdale owners to gain an easement onto their property to
utilize the Alapaha River as an asset to the community by putting in a boat ramp
on the north side of the City of Willacoochee allowing for closer access to the river.

There are no recreational facilities along the Alapaha and the Satilla Rivers.

o Policy 1.7: Seek participation in the Governor's “Go Fish” initiative along the
Alapaha and Satilla Rivers.

o Policy 1.8: Research opportunities to develop and utilize check dams on the
Alapaha and Satilla Rivers.
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o Policy 1.9: Continue to promote the development of regulations through
coordination with the state to protect wetlands.

Economic Development

hEA N
UASLT SRR

Goal 2: Create and maintain a long-term sustainable and diverse economic base.

The lack of parking in the downtown of Pearson impedes business development, and the downtown
buildings need to be renovated. -

o Policy 2.1: We will consider developing a downtown parking plan.

A County-wide Chamber of Commerce is needed to provide for leadership in implementing new
businesses and retaining current ones.

o Policy 2.2: Consider recruiting a director for the reactivation of a county-wide
Chamber of Commerce.

A new Development Authority needs to be established.

o Policy 2.3 Develop a new board to reestablish the Development Authority.

The Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee need more businesses downtown that will draw people
into the area, such as antique stores to retain tax dollars in the community as much as possible.

o Policy 2.4: Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee officials will pursue a Georgia
Main Street designation.

o Policy 2.5: Encourage infill development, especially in the downtown area with
special attention to antique stores. ‘

We need to promote revitalization of our downtown.

o Policy 2.6: Support/encourage Hispanic business opportunities.

o Policy 2.7:  We will support programs for retention, expansion and creation of
businesses that are a good fit for our community's economy in terms of job skill
requirements and linkages to existing businesses.

o .Policy 2.8: We will target declining, vacant or underutilized sites or buildings in
preference to new economic development.

Housing

Goal 3: To encourage access to appropriate and affordable housing options for all residents
in all income levels

We need more regulations for mobile homes, so that they will be developed more attractively, but
not prohibitions against them.
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o Policy 3.1: Consider gathering research on regulations for mobile
homes/manufactured homes so that they can function as viable options for
affordable housing.

o Policy 3;:‘,\{\'{’e will encourage development of housing opportunities that enable
residents to live close to their places of employment.

o Policy 3.3: We will eliminate substandard or dilapidated housing in our community.

The City of Willacoochee needs more low- to- mod and middle-income housing as more industries
are locating and jobs are fast exceeding housing.

o Policy 3.4: We will seek to balance the supply of housing and employment in our
community and consider their location in relation to each other.

o Policy 3.5: We will accommodate our diverse population by encouraging
compatible mixture of housing types, densities and costs in each neighborhood.

o Policy 3.6: We will increase opportunities for low-to-moderate income families to
move into affordable owner-occupied housing.

We need to manage manufactured homes or mobile home parks in certain neighborhoods.

o Policy 3.7: Consider amending mobile home park development regulations in an
effort to decrease their negative impacts.

Land Use

Goal 4: Protect and enhance the value of existing development areas; promote development and
redevelopment within urbanized areas; create and enhance stable neighborhoods; maintain
accessible open space for future land use opportunities.

Atkinson County has no zoning in place.

o Policy 4.1: We will work with SGRC to implement Land Development Code
Regulations.

City of Willacoochee has no zoning in place.

o Policy 4.2: We will work with SGRC to implement Land Development Code
Regulations.

City of Pearson needs to update their zoning/land use.

o Policy 4.3: We will work with SGRC to update Land Development Code
Regulations.

We need to promote development of vacant sites and abandoned structures in our community.

o Policy 4.4: We will work to redevelop and enhance existing commercial and
industrial areas within our community in preference to new development.

o Policy 4.5: Our community will use land efficiently to avoid the costs and problems
associated with urban sprawl.
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We need to preserve our rural scenery.

o Policy 4.6: We will preserve the rural character of our community and provide the
opportunity for agricultural and forestry activities to remain a vital part of the
community.

Community Facilities and Services

Goal 5: Develop and maintain public services and facilities to accommodate existing development
and to encourage future sustainable growth in areas where community facilities and services are
provided at adequate capacities.

The county jail is located within the courthouse and is too small.
o Policy 5.1: A new jail will be constructed using 2001-2005 SPLOST.
Each of the cities and the county only has a volunteer fire department.

o Policy 5.2: Continue to seek ways to lower the Insurance Services Office (ISO)
rating.

Need to provide more community gathering spaces.

o Policy 5.3: ldentify potential funding sources for the development of recreational
facilities.

o ' Policy 5.4: We are committed to providing pleasant, accessible public gathering
places and parks throughout the community.

Improve our public facility capacity in order to attract new development.

o Policy 5.5: The use of existing facilities and services should be maximized.

o Policy 5.6: Our community will use planned infrastructure expansion to support
development in areas identified as suitable for such development.

Improve community services for underserved neighborhoods using Community Block Grants

o Policy 5.7: We will ensure that new development does not cause a decline in
existing levels of service for the community’s residents.

There are approximately 250 miles of dirt roads in the County and 5 miles of dirt roads in
pearson. Most people, though, do not want to pave all the roads.

o Policy 5.8: We will target transportation improvements  to support desired
development patterns for the community.

o Policy 5.9: Our new and reconstructed roadways will be designed to

accommodate multiple functions, including pedestrian facilities, parking, bicycle
routes as well as local vehicular circulation.
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Intergovernmental Coordination

Goal 6: Enhance and maintain communication between each jurisdiction and surrounding counties
in an effort to better serve the residents of Atkinson County.

Need more intergovernemertal coordination with all jurisdictions in order to better obtain grants
from state and federal agencies.

o Policy 6.1: Consider having a quarterly intergovernmental meeting between the
County and City.

5 Policy 6.2: We will pursue joint processes for collaborative planning and decision-
making with neighboring jurisdictions. '

Need to coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions on shared needs.

o Policy 6.3: We will seek opportunities to share services and facilities with
neighboring jurisdictions when mutually beneficial.
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7. Land Use Element

« Parks / Recreation / Conservation — Land used for both active and passive recreation. includes
County parks as well as permanently protected greenspace.

« Industrial — Land used for waréjﬁgﬁgng, manufacturing, transportation, utilities, plants, factories,
wholesale trade facilities, solid waste facilities, etc.

« Public / Institutional — Local, state, and federal buildings and worship facilities. includes municipal
buildings, schools, police and fire stations, and churches.

« Residential — Land or parcels used for permanent living conditions. This includes single-family
houses, multi-family houses, duplex, town houses, modular homes, apartments, etc.

« Transportation / Communication / Utilities — Land used by transportation (roads, railroads),
communication or utility facilities; such as airports, cell towers, sewer plants, water towers, water
treatment facilities, etc.

« Undeveloped / Other — Includes all vacant and undeveloped land that does not fit the definition of
the other land use classification.

The primary land uses in the County are agriculture, and residential. Collectively, these land

uses account for roughly 76% of the total land area in the County. It should be noted that the
agriculture category contains a number of instances where residential structures are located on the
same parcel as an active agricultural use. The lable below shows the current distribution of land
uses

LAND USE ) PERCENTAGE%
RESIDENTIAL 29.73
AGRICULTURAL 45.90
COMMERCIAL 7.59
INDUSTRIAL 12.14

“PUBLIC UTILITY 4.64 j
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AGRICULTURAL/FORESTRY

These are areas intended for detached single —family residential uses and prime agriculture areas  that
maintain a rural character, This category is land dedicated to farming which includes fields, lots,

pastures, farmsteads, specially farms, livestock, production etc.,agricultural or commercial limber or
pulpwood harvesting.

Allowable zoning districts in this category are: Agricultural/Forestry
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CONSERVATION

ctive or passive trvirsyionsl ues which can be either publicly or

These areas may include playgrounds, public parks,nature preserves, wildlife !
s, or recreation centers.

This category is for land dedicated 1o a

privately owned.
management areas, national forest, golf course

M As
|

Allowable zoning districts in this category are: Conservation
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COMMERCIAL

These areas include both older and newer commercial uses and nodes within Atkinson County and the
cities of Pearson and Willacoochee. Pearson and Willacoochee both have commercial areas running
parallel to US 82. Pearsan.bas.additional development stretching from US 441 to the Coffee County line

Allowable zoning districts in this category are: Commercial
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INDUSTRIAL

The land in this category is dedicated to manufacturing facilities, processing plants, factories, warehousing
and wholesale trade facilities, mining or mineral extraction activities, or similar uses.

VT e -

Allowable zoning districts in this category are: industrial
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RESIDENTIAL

y residential ranging from single-family densities to muiti-

Development in this category is predominantl .
district include public and private schools. Churches and |

family densities. Uses also allowed within this

other uses as allowed in the zoning districts permitted under this land use.

Allowable zoning districts in this category are: Residential
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TRANSPORTATION/COMMUNICATION/UTILITIES

Includes such uses as major transportation routes, public transit stations, power generation plants, railroad
facilities, radio towers, telephone switching stations airports port facilities or other similar uses. '

Allowable zoning districts in this category are: Transportation/Communication/Utilities
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PUBLIC /INSTITUTIONAL

This category includes certain state, federal or local government uses, and institutional land uses.
Government uses include government puilding complexes, police and fire stations, libraries, prisons, post
offices, schools, military installations, etc. Examples of institutional land uses include colleges, churches,
cemeteries, hospitals etc. Do not include facilities that are publicly owned but would be classified more
accurately in another land use category. For example, include publicly owned parks and/or recreational
facilities in the park!recreatiom‘consewaﬁrm category; include landfills in industrial category; and include
general office buildings containing government offices in the commercial category.

Allowable zoning districts in this category are: Public/Institutional
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8. Economic Development Element

The 2018-2022 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) as developed by the Soulthemn
Georgia Regional Commission under a grant from the US Department of Commerce Economic
Development Administration is hereby incorporated by reference into this Comprehensive Plan to serve
as the Economic Developmerit Elemerit for Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willaccochee.

The Southern Georgia Regional Commission's (SGRC) Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy (CEDS) was designed to bring together the public and private sectors in the creation of an
economic roadmap to diversify and strengthen the regional economy. The SGRC CEDS analyzed the
regional economy and serves as a guide for establishing regional goals and objectives, a regional plan
of action, and the investment priorities and funding sources.

As a performance-based plan, this CEDS plays a critical role in adapting to global economic conditions
by fully utilizing the region's unique advantages to maximize economic opportunity for its residents by
attracting the private investment that creates jobs. The SGRC CEDS is a regionally- owned strategy
that is the result of a continuing economic development planning process developed with regional
public and private sector participation. This plan sets forth the goals and objectives necessary o solve
the economic development problems of the Southern Georgia region and clearly defines the measures
of success.

The Southern Georgia CEDS gives an overview of the region briefly describing geography, population,
economy, labor and workforce development and use, education, transportation access, environment,
and regional resources. It reviews the slate of the Regional Economy and provides a list of achievable
Goals and Objectives for the region, a Plan of Action to ensure success, and Performance Measures
used to evaluate the Southern Georgia Regional Commission's successful development and
implementation of the 2018-2022 CEDS. Implementation of the goals identified in this plan is significant to
the economic future of the SGRC District.

Policies, issues and opportunities, and Short-term Work Program implementation strategies located in
the current Comprehensive Plans for each of our 18 county regions were used extensively to develop
the CEDS Goals and Objectives, Vilal Projects and Problems and Opportunities.

Included below are goals and objectives from the CEDS which are aligned with the current economic
development goals of Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee

Goal:
Develop a well trained professional, technical and skilled workforce capable of accommodating new
industry.

Objective:
Improve educational attainment by reducing high school drop-out rates

Objective:
Markel Workforce Development Programs that enable youth and adults to pursue higher
education opportiinities

Z51] -
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Goal:
Ensure public facilities are adequate to accommodate existing and future growth.

Objective:
Strive to provide industrial parks/properties with all necessary infrastructure and transportation
links, to attract new and.expaading businesses and industries to the region.

Objective:
Assess availability of speculatively built buildings and other buildings.

Objective:
Provide availability of adequate financing and/or financial incentives to attract new and expanding
businesses and industries to the region.

Goal:
Facilitate vibrant, attractive communities

Objective:
Rehabilitate dilapidated housing throughout the region

Objective:
Encourage local governments to participate in CHIP, CDBG, and USDA housing programs.

Objective:
Waork with local governments to develop ordinances for manufactured home usage and placement.

Goal:
Revitalize downtowns throughout the region.

Objective:
Collaborate to develop county-wide historic preservation plans.

Goal:
Raise awareness about the importance of local planning in ensuring connections between
transportation, housing, services, and job centers to create healthier, safer communities.

Objective:
Facilitate collaboration and communication among partners for investments in housing and public
service..

Objective:

Continue to utilize Southern Georgia Regional Commission services for transportation, housing,
and land use planning.
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Future Land
Use Maps
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Appendices

Appendix A:
Advertisements and Sign-in Sheets

Appendix B:
Adoption Resolutions
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15t Workshop Issues/Opportunities/Goals/Policies
For Atkinson County and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee
Comprehensive Plan Update

July 20, 2017, 6:00pm
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SIGN IN SHEET
MEETING: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PUBLIC HEARING
DATE: NO’Slember 2 2017 5 30 PM
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Pu?I B+ Atkinson Uity Citizen ‘lhurslhr

SBA offers working capif
businesses following disa

The U.S. Small
‘Business Administration
(8BA) announced today
:that federal Economic
Injury Disaster Loans
are available to
‘businesses, small
‘agricultural cooperatives,
‘small businesses engaged
in aquaculture and
most private nonprofit
nrgummtmna located in
Georgia as a result of the
drought that began on
May 9, 2017

: This disaster
declaration includes
the following counties:

Appling, Atkinson, Bacon,
Berrvien, Brantley, Brooks,
Camden, Charlton, Clinch,
Coffee, Colquitt, Conk,
Iehals, Glynn, Irwin,
Lanier, Long, Lowndes,
Mclntosh, Mitchell,
Pierce, Tattnall, Thomas,
Tift, - Watc, Wnyne and
Worth in Georgia.

i “When the Secretary
of Agriculture issues a

Coastal Pines 1 eclmzcal
Program receives regiol

Recently Amanda
Moms, Vice President
for Academic Affairs, and
Tom,my Peagler, Fovestry/
Timber: Harvesting
Program Instructor,
traveled” to Chmleston.
South Carolina to attend
the National Forest
Resources Association
(FRA) Conference and
Awards Ceremony.
The Torest Resources
Association
the interests of nearly
500 organizations and
businésges in the {orest
products industry. Its
members = range {rom
loggers, mills, equipment
mianufacturers, and local
forestry associations to
large corporatlions. The
association advocates

Lim e Lllio 4

small s

represents

,dune 1, 2007

disaster declaration i .-
help farmers recover {1
damages and losses |
crops, the Small Busijg
Administration
endeclaration to cligiff
entities affected by i
same disaster,” |
Frank Skaggs, directon
SBA's TMeld Operalidf
Center Bast in Atlanil
Undey this deelarati
the 8BAS I cmmf
Injury  Disaster L
program jis available |
eligible farm-related al
nonfarm-related entitif
that suffored Tinane
losses as a direct resigs
of this disaster. With {}%
exception of agquaculiy]
enlerprises, SBA cany
provide disaster loans

agricultural  produe
farmers, or ranch n
Nurseries are cligily

to apply for econon
injury disaster loans |
losses causecd by dwu
conditions.

Kick-Off - Joint Public Hearing

. For Atkinson County and the Cities of
Pearson and Willacoochee

Comprehensive Plan Update

policies thal creale J{‘J]'
sustain forest resound
and meet the needs ]
the \\'uq'q fiber mp]; public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on ' Thursday,
chain ~through  prival .5 at the City of Pearson Civic Center located on
'0“%?]:1”,12?;]]6] Vil lic 786 Fast Austin Ave. to announce the beginning
-pwgr';lm al Coas‘ra] G]ijl:]_l‘ the 2018 Joint Comprehensive Plan Update for
Technieal College is Atkinzson County and the Cities of Pearson and
special interest {o th illacoorhee. The purpose of this hearing is to briel
orgamization  since e communpity on the process to be used to develop
provides opportunitios g, Compyehensive Plan, aniounce opportunilies for
zﬁ’?:r';}ilfﬁeiﬁt’f;‘f;‘iél{’%uhhu participation, in development of the plan, and
%’ obtain input on the proposed planning process.

forest resources. : ; oty BRI

During the pilot phafersons with special needs relating to disability
of the Timber Hurvestinuccess or foreign language should conlact the
Program, Coastal Pind\(kinson County Commissions Office at 912-422-
Officials  correspond@ay) persons with hearing disabilities may consider

il &,Ojiﬁmﬁ*g’l’“‘,;;‘t:iy o the Georgia Relay Services at 1-800-255-0135.

Manager, Rick M (.\,J\ ] pcrsons are invited to altend the public hearing.
Shortly thereafier, MIf you would like more information, please contact
Meyer  invited Vit Janice McKinnon at-(912) 422-2391,




n
. this

ntend

egacy
" said

been
to

s for
have

{ four

south
Ibany,
iridge,
mbus,
mublin,
sville,
ultrie,
arys,
isboro;
Lifton,
lobins,

Puge 8 * Atkinson County Citizen + Thursday Hovember 2, 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE

A public hearing to review and transmit the J oint 2018 Atkinson C'ounty
and the Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan Update to
the Southern Georgia Regional Commission and ¢ he Georgia Department
of Community Affairs for review will be held at 5:30 p.m.onT hursday,
November 9t h, 2017 at the Atkinson County Commissio Meeting R oom}
86 Main Street South} Pearson Georgia 3 1642 Residents are invited to
attend and participate in the planning process. Copies of the Plan Update
are available for public review at the County Commission office and at the
City Hall of each city and for dow load at the website of each. Persons with
special needs relating to disability access or foreign language should contact
Atkinson County at (912) 497.3391 . Persons with hearing disabilities may
consider using the Georgia Relay Seryice at (Voice) 1-800-255-0135.
For more information} please contact Nina YLott, Financial Office r -

Atkinson County at (912)
422-3391.




KICK-OFF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing to kick off the planning process for updating the joint Comprehensive Plan
for Atkinson County angthe Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee was held Thursday June 15 at
6:00pm in the City of Pearson Civic Center.

Those in attendance are as follows:

o Bettye Williams, Mayor City of Pearson

e Peggy McClelland, Clerk City of Willacoochee

e George Myers, City of Willacoochee Council member
e Nina Lott, Atkinson County Financial Clerk

e Calandra Holmes, Atkinson County Board of Education
¢ James P. Gore, Local Citizen

Three public workshops were scheduled to review, discuss and revise as necessary the existing
current comprehensive items as follows:

15t Workshop Goals, Issues and | July 20t City of Pearson Civic :
‘Opportunities and Policies Center @ 6:00pm |

2" Workshop Report of Accomplishments August 17%, City of Pearson
and Community Work Civic Center @ 6:00pm
Program -

39 Workshop Land Use element and
Economic Development September 21", City of
element Pearson Civic Center @

6:00pm

*(Separate rﬁé_eﬁngs if needed can be held with individual communities to develop the Report
of accomplishments for each and to develop the next five-year Community Work Program for
each individual community)

After each workshop, the suggested revisions/input are incorporated into the next iteration of
the workbook using notes from the workshops then a new workbook draft is then distributed
by email to all stakeholders and published as a draft on the various local government websites
and/or Facebook accounts for review and comment prior to the next workshop. This process
will be repeated for each workshop.

Public participation is needed and desired for the planning process and everyone is invited to
come out for either one or all workshops. Hope to see you there.



Atkmson County Board of Commlssmners

P.0. Box 518 86 South Main St. Pearson, Ga. 31642
912-422-3391 Fax 912-422-3429
Lace Futch Chairman

Il Commissioner Jimmy Roberts Commissioner Gloria Farrell
|| Commissioner Charlton Gillis Commissioner Danny Spikes
| Commissioner Travis Ursrey Road Supervisor David Coffey
Il County Attorney Jerome Adams EMA Director Mark Ausley
Finance Officer/HR Director Nina Lott County Clerk Darquita Williams

ATKINSON COUNTY

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT
2018 JOINT ATKINSON COUNTY
AND CITIES OF PEARSON AND WILLACOOCHEE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, the City of Pearson has completed the 2018 Joint Atkinson County and
Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan;

WHEREAS, this document was prepared according to the Standards and Procedures for
Local Comprehensive Planning as established by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989,

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the City of Pearson does hereby adopt the
2018 Joint Atkinson County and Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive

Plan Update.

Adopted this [5 ‘f’h__ day of _jmxuuruj ,2018

NS 0 8 - A :”j 0\
;"‘[‘"‘U‘“""_ Al o 1 DAL A L“ H i)b“/ )
lace Futch ATTES I} Darqulta Williams
Chairman / County Clerk



CITY OF PEARSON

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT
2018 JOINT ATKINSON COUNTY
AND CITIES OF PEARSON AND WILLACOOCHEE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, the City of Pearson has completed the 2018 Joint Atkinson County and Cities of Pearson and
Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan;

WHEREAS, this document was prepared according to the Standards and Procedures for Local
Comprehensive Planning as established by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the City of Pearson does hereby adopt the 2018 Joint Atkinson County
and Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan Update.

Adopted this /? dayof _ Soomans”, 2018

L L y
ATV .~ - N » /
)N ¥Y7N
Rolert Jo’i{?fﬁ, Mayor o ATTESTNell Ford, City Clerk
City of Pearson



"CITY OF WILLACOOCHEE

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT
2018 JOINT ATKINSON COUNTY
AND CITIES OF PEARSON AND WILLACCOCHEE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

WHEREAS, the City of Willaccochee has completed the 2018 Joint Atkinson County and Cities of
Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan;

WHEREAS, this document was prepared according to the Standards and Procedures for Local
Comprehensive Planning as established by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the City of Willacoochee does hereby adopt the 2018 Joint
Atkinson County and Cities of Pearson and Willacoochee Comprehensive Plan Update.

Ml
Adopted this {r'”\ day of _danug vbj{ , 2018
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Samuel Newson, Mayor ATTES’f nggy l\/IcClelland Clty Clerk

City of Willacoochee
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