
Atkinson County Board of Commissioners 

Regular Board Meeting 

May 8, 2025 5:00 PM 

 

 

The Atkinson County Board of Commissioner met on May 8, 2025 in the Board of Commissioners 

Conference room for a regular monthly meeting. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Parker 

Liles at 5:00 PM. Clerk Kayla Wise called the roll. In attendance were: District #1 Commissioner Buddy 

Willis, District #2 Commissioner Gloria Farrell, District #3 Commissioner Charlton Gillis, District #4 

Commissioner Johnny Durrance, District #5 Commissioner/Vice Chairperson Tom Morris, Finance Officer 

Nina Lott and County Attorney Shea Browning 

A quorum was established.  

Invocation/Pledge to the Flag 

The invocation was given by Commissioner Tom Morris. 4-H members led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

Welcome to Visitors and Guest 

Chairman Liles welcomed the visitors: Sign ins were: Tony Williams, Andrea Steverson, Madalee 

Youngblood, Sara Abonza, Nathan Douglas, Logan Harper, Catreia Shaw Moser, Jason Miller, Robbie 

Stone, Mitchell Davis and James Gore.  

 

Public Comments  

Andrea Steverson spoke on behalf of the 4-H Club. 4-H has a lot going on with the 4-H Banquet at Ozias 

Church, Summer 4-H Camp and Senior Citizen Prom coming up. As always Andrea brags on the group. 

 

Approval of Minutes  

Commissioner Durrance made a motion to approve the 4/10/25 Regular meeting, 4/16/25 Called 

meeting, 4/29/25 Work Session meeting minutes and Commissioner Farrell seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Old Extension- Tabled from previous meeting 

Jamie James with Komfort Keepers installed all the fire alarm systems last month; however, Chairman 

Liles explained to the Board in order for the Fire Marshall to approve the facility for childcare use there 

has to be plans drawn first. He stated that Jamie James is looking into this for us and as soon as this is 

complete it will be ready for lease.  

 

FY24 Audit Presentation 

Nick Valenti with Valenti, Rackley Associates, LLC presented the Board with the FY24 Audit. The Annual 

Financial Report was good. Nick mentioned that the areas that need improving were the segregation of 

duties and the County needed to adopt a Procurement Policy which was adopted in the April 10th 

Regular meeting.   

 

 

 



 

Audit Quotes 

Valenti, Rackley & Associates, LLC submitted the below quote  

 

Atkinson County 

Audit Services and Financial Statements Drafting- Fee Quote Valenti, 

Rackley & Associates, LLC 

 

 Proposed  

 FY 2024 Actual EY2025 EY2026 EY2027 

Audit 25,000 27,500 28,325 29,175 

FS drafting (H. Tillman) 
6,300 6,500 

6,700 

Totals 
25,000 33,800 34,825 

35,875 

 

Civic Center Paving- Tabled from previous meeting 

Chairman Liles advised the Board that the City of Pearson was able to provide half of the estimated 

$5,000 of the paving of the entrance of the Civic Center. Commissioner Farrell made a motion to move 

forward and complete the project and Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Permits for Hurricane Helene Damages 

Chairman Liles asked the Board their feelings if they thought they had provided enough time to waive 

the fees for hurricane damages. Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris made a motion to no longer waive 

the fees and it was seconded by Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried.  

 

Fire Inspections for Business License 

Commissioner Gillis made a motion to require a fire inspection with the purchase of a business license 

and would raise the fee by $20.00 from $55.00 to $75.00. It was seconded by Vice-

Chairman/Commissioner Morris. Motion carried. 

 

Resolution for reappointment of John Kight – Board of Assessors 

Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris made a motion to reappoint John Kight to the Board of Assessors 

and it was seconded by Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried.  

 

Reappoint SGRC Representative  

Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris made a motion to reappoint Commissioner Willis as the SGRC 

representative and it was seconded by Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried. 



Reappoint Trecinki Bowens Jones to Atkinson Co. Housing Authority 

Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris made a motion to reappoint Trecinki Bowens Jones to the 

Atkinson Co. Housing Authority. It was seconded by Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried. 

 

Reappoint Calandra Holmes to Unison Board of Directors 

Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris made a motion to reappoint Calandra Holmes to the Unison Board 

of Directors and it was seconded by Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried. 

Lazy 9 Resurfacing Quote 

East Coast Asphalt provided a quote for the 1700 LF resurfacing project on Lazy Nine Road in the 

amount of $75,361.83. Commissioner Durrance made a motion to accept the quote and it was seconded 

by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution to borrow funds to pay for ambulance 

Finance officer, Nina Lott, presented the Board with three options for The Peoples Bank Loan, a 3 year, 4 

year and 5 year terms. All three with the same interest rate of 4.25. The Board asked Nina’s opinion and 

she stated the 3 year term. Commissioner Willis made a motion to go with the 3 year term and Vice-

Chairman/Commissioner Morris seconded it. Motion carried.   

 

EMS Report- Mitchell Davis 

Total calls in April - 77 

Total calls transported to hospital – 40 

Total cancelled calls, fire stand bys and non-transports – 37 

 

 

 

 

 

Money brought in for Ambulance services in April- $27,024.47 

Total money for Year- $189,154.15 

Director Davis spoke about the new ambulance being delivered and that additional cost will be used to 

install GPS and Radios. Director Davis informed the Board of a AFG grant that Fire Chief Robbie and the 

Fire staff have been working on which will provide the EMS service with two cardiac monitors.  

EMA/ Fire Report: Robbie Stone:  

Chief Stone asked the Board per FEMA request to waive the fee for temporary housing that is goingto be 

provided for residents that lost their home during Hurricane Helene located on 64 Gaskins Rd. 

  45 calls in Pearson                                         1 call in Homerville 

  24 calls in Willacoochee                                          1 call in Douglas 

  6 calls in Axson                                                       1- Air Evac           0- DOA 

  1 call in Lakeland 

                                                             

 



Willacoochee. Commissioner Gillis made a motion to waive the fee for temporary housing and it was 

seconded by Commissioner Farrell.  

 

Chief Stone also mentioned the Waterway Project they are working on and stated that Fema would 

cover 7% of the Enginering fees; however Statewide are 9% so that would leave the County paying the 

other 2%. This will be discussed later.   

April 2025 

 

 



 

ATKINSON COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Atkinson, Pearson, Willacoochee Monthly Fire Activity Report 

 

04/01/2025: Follow up Inspection by Training Chief Carver for JTL Harvesting Inc. in Pearson. 

04/05/2025: Monthly Volunteer Fire Meeting: Mental Health First Aid Class. 13 Members Attended. 

04/07/2025: Willacoochee City Council Meeting: Training Chief Carver & Firefighter Morris attended, 

topics discussed were Burn Permits and Fire Inspections for business to obtain business licenses. 

04/8-10/2025: EMA Director/Fire Chief Stone attended EMAG Conference in Jekyll Island. 

04/10/2025: Atkinson County Commissioners Meeting attended by Chief Stone topics discussed were 

Waterways and Recovery Planning. 

04/14/2025: Ag South Grant Review by Quinn Beltramo. 

04/15/2025: Chief Stone attended the SGRC Meeting, Training Chief Carver & Firefighter Harper assisted 

Willacoochee Elementary with a fire drill and taught fire extinguisher training to the lunchroom staff. Fire 

Inspection at The Barbering Company. 455 North Main Street, Pearson. 

04/16/2025: Training Chief Carver & Firefighter Morris attended the FFA Touch a Truck event in Pearson, 

where Engine 40 and Rescue 44 were displayed. 

04/19-20/2025: Easter Parade and Easter Celebration attended by Volunteer/Full-Time Staff in 

Willacoochee. 

04/23/2025: PDMG & FEMA meeting attended by EMA/Chief Stone. 

04/25/2025: Training Chief Carver & Firefighter Morris conducted Fire Inspections at Whispering Pine 

Apartments and Evergreen Apartments. 

04/28/2025: EPD Debris Site Meeting attended by EMA/Chief Stone. 

04/30/2025: Training Chief Carver conducted a follow up Fire Inspection at Los Benitez Restaurant. 

 

Completed by: Training Chief Carver & Firefighter Morris 

 

 

Road Department Report: James Gore: 

Road Department Supervisor James Gore advised the Board that the DOT turn off lane project on 441 

are complete off of Old Axson Rd. and they are working to complete the other on Mary Batten Rd.  

 

 



Finance Officer Nina Lott presented the following financial report:  

 

 

The paid invoices and the budget report was in the agenda packet for review. Commissioner Gillis made 

the motion to accept the financial report and Commissioner Farrell seconded the motion. Motion 

carried.  

 

Executive Session 

A motion was made by Commissioner to go into executive session at 5:40 PM and it was seconded by 

Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner by Vice-Chairman Commissioner Morris to come out of executive 

session at 5:45 and it was seconded by Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried. 

 

 



 

Action after Executive Session 

Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the April 10, 2025 Executive Session 

minutes and it was seconded by Commissioner Gillis. Motion carried.  

 

Adjournment 

Commissioner Gillis made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:15. Commissioner Farrell seconded. 

Motion carried.  

 

Meeting adjourned.  

 

 

 

 

________________________________                                          _________________________________ 

Atkinson County Chairman Parker Liles                           Clerk Kayla Wise  

 

DATE APPROVED:   

       

 


