
Atkinson County Board of Commissioners 

Regular Board Meeting 

January 8, 2026 – 5:00 PM 

The Atkinson County Board of Commissioners met on January 8, 2026, in the Board of Commissioners 

Conference Room for a regular monthly meeting. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Parker 

Liles at 5:00 PM. Clerk Kayla Wise called the roll. 

Roll Call 

Present: 

• District #1 Commissioner Buddy Willis 

• District #3 Commissioner Charlton Gillis  

• District #2 Commissioner Gloria Farrell   

• District #4 Commissioner Johnny Durrance 

• District #5 Commissioner/Vice Chairperson Tom Morris 

• Finance Officer Nina Lott 

• County Attorney Shea Browning 

A quorum was established. 

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance 

• Invocation: Commissioner Tom Morris 

• Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Parker Liles 

Public Hearing- Alcohol Ordinance- No Comments 

Ordinance on file in the Board of Commissioners office.  

Welcome to Visitors and Guests 

Chairman Liles welcomed attendees. Sign-in sheet included: Melissa Wilbanks, Carol Durrance, Maxine 

Corbitt, Salah Durrance, Cynthia White, Darlene Guise, Bruce Corbitt, Casey Bazemore, Penny James, 

Caityn Carver, Richard Wade Carver, Vonda Crosby, Tammy Crosby & Malcom Jones.  

Public Comments 

Sandra Sweat informed the Commissioners of the Financial Disclosure. She will submit for them this year 

but next year she will be unable to.  

Dr. Melissa Wilbanks asked the Board for consideration to perform any services after 2:00 PM due to 

regulations the School System has. The Commissioners were all in agreeance, Chairman Liles did advise 

Dr. Wilbanks to speak with City of Pearson as well.  

Chief Robbie Stone advised the Board of Fonda Lee’s home construction. Images were presented to the 

Board depicting a home with one roof and attached porch. The Board all agreed that if the home was 

constructed as the image everything would be compliant.  

Approval of Minutes 



• Motion by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris to approve Nov. 13, 2025 Regular Business 

minutes. Seconded by Commissioner Farrell. Motion carried. 

• Motion by Commissioner Gillis to approve the December 19, 2025 Emergency Called Business 

minutes. Seconded by Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried.  

Phone Poll for Turn out gear -Grant for Fire Department – Municipal Equipment Company- $153,180.00 

Comm. Gillis – Yes  Comm. Willis – Yes           Comm. Durrance- Yes 

Comm. Farrell- Yes                Comm. Morris - Yes 

Motion by Commissioner Willis to approve the Phone Poll. Seconded by Commissioner Morris. Motion 

carried. 

Alcohol Adoption 

Attorney Shea Browning presented the board with an updated Alcohol Ordinance. Updates were the price 

going from $250 annually to $500 annually and it specifying wine as well.  

Commissioner Gillis made a motion to adopt the new Alcohol Ordinance and Commissioner Farrell 

seconded. Motion carried. 

Aubrey Fender & Fender Bay Road closure –  

Commissioner Gillis stated he did not think the road should be closed followed by Commissioner 

Durrance opposing. Commissioner Morris stated he was agreeance to close the road. Commissioner 

Farrell opposed. Commissioner Willis broke the tie opposing the road closure. 

Resolution for qualifying fees for 2026 Election 

$1080.00- Chairman fee  

$144.00 – Commissioner fee 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Durrance to accept the qualifying fees and the motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Willis. Motion carried.  

 

Judge Carol Durrance- Bridge renaming 

 

Wade Carver stood up on behalf of Judge Durrance to speak of his sister, Talisa Durrance that passed away 

in 2008 and asked the Board to consider naming the Bridge on Fiddler Green Rd. after his late sister. 

Commissioner Gillis made a motion to allow the naming of the Bridge to Talisa Hope Durrance Bridge and 

it was seconded by Commissioner Morris. Motion carried.  

 

 

ISO Rating Discussion 

Chief Stone informed the Board that ISO will be under way and a way to possibly increase the County’s 

score is to have a ladder truck. It will be a discussion for another meeting.  

 

Portable Buildings 

Chief Stone expressed the need to have something implemented and in place for regulations regarding 

residents living in portable buildings such as campers. More discussion to follow in upcoming meetings. 



Landfill expansion 

Chairman Liles informed the Board that the landfill will be expanding and will have more information in 

the February meeting.  

 

Quote for tax office cabinets 

Commissioner Gillis made a motion to go forward with the cabinets. Commissioner Morris seconded the 

motion. Motion carried.  

 

Appoint 2026 Vice-Chairman 

Commissioner Morris made a motion to appoint Commissioner Farrell as the Vice- Chair person. 

Commissioner Gillis seconded. Motion carried.  

 

February meeting  

Chairman Liles asked if February meeting could be moved up to 2/11/26. 

Commissioner Gillis made a motion to move the meeting to 2/11/26 and it was seconded by 

Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried. 

 

Financial Report – Nina Lott 

Report presented. 

 



Motion by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Farrell to accept report. Seconded by Commissioner Durrance. 

Motion carried 

EMS Report – Mitchell Davis (NOT PRESENT)  

Finance Officer stated that money taken in my EMS for the month of November 2025 was $24,636 and 

December 2025 was $15,575.  

EMA/Fire Report – Robbie Stone 

Engine on Antioch Fire Station Truck computer died, quote from Rush in the amount of $5,000.  

NOVEMBER 2025  

Road Report – Superintendent James Gore 

Mr. Gore stated they have completed bush cutting around the entire county.  

 

Executive Session 

• Motion by Commissioner Gillis to enter Executive Session at 5:40 PM. Seconded by 

Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried. 

 

• Motion by Commissioner Durrance to exit Executive Session at 5:45 PM. Seconded by 

Commissioner Willis. Motion carried. 



Action after Executive Session 

Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the November 13, 2025 Execute minutes. The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried.  

Adjournment 

• Motion by Commissioner Gillis to adjourn at 5:46 PM. Seconded by Commissioner Durrance. 

Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

________________________ 

Chairman Parker Liles 

________________________ 

Clerk Kayla Wise 

 

Date Approved: __________________ 

 


