
 

Atkinson County Board of Commissioners 

Regular Board Meeting 

November 13, 2025 – 5:00 PM 

The Atkinson County Board of Commissioners met on November 13, 2025, in the Board of 

Commissioners Conference Room for a regular monthly meeting. The meeting was called to 

order by Chairman Parker Liles at 5:00 PM. Clerk Kayla Wise called the roll. 

Roll Call 

Present: 

• District #1 Commissioner Buddy Willis 

• District #3 Commissioner Charlton Gillis  

• District #4 Commissioner Johnny Durrance 

• District #5 Commissioner/Vice Chairperson Tom Morris 

• Finance Officer Nina Lott 

• County Attorney Shea Browning 

Not present: 

• District #2 Commissioner Gloria Farrell   

A quorum was established. 

Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance 

• Invocation: Commissioner Tom Morris 

• Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Parker Liles 

Welcome to Visitors and Guests 

Chairman Liles welcomed attendees. Sign-in sheet included: Mickey Braddy, Ben Murray, H.C. 

Corbitt, Jay Crosby, Troy Aldridge, Jerome Crosby, Justin Fender, Tony Williams, Linda G. 

Vickers and Robbie Stone. 

Public Comments 

No comments made.  

Approval of Minutes 

• Motion by Commissioner Durrance to approve October 9, 2025 Regular Business 

minutes. Seconded by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris. Motion carried. 

• Motion by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris to approve the October 29, 2025 Called 

Business minutes. Seconded by Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried.  



2025 Millage Rate Resolution 

 

Motion by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris to approve the 2025 Millage rate Resolution. 

Seconded by Commissioner Willis. Motion carried. 

Aubrey Fender & Fender Bay Road closure –  

Jay Crosby, Jerome Crosby, and Justin Fender each expressed concerns in support of closing the 

road, stating that it has become a dumping ground and a location for illegal activity occurring at 

all hours of the day and night. 

H.C. Corbitt spoke in opposition to closing the road. He stated that doing so could devalue his 

property; however, he agreed that the issues in the area need to be addressed. He suggested that 

having a deputy patrol the road a couple of times a week might help reduce the unwanted 

activity. 

A motion was made by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris to go through the legal process of 

giving public notice and having a public hearing. Seconded by Commissioner Willis. Motion 

carried.  

Memorandum of Agreement- Atkinson/Berrien County – Saint Luke Church Rd Bridge 



Chairman Liles informed the Board we received the letter to sign for agreement, approved in 

prior meeting.  

Reappointment of Neal Gillis to DFACS Board 

Motion was made by Vice-Chairman Commissioner Morris to reappoint Neal Gillis to DFACS 

Board for a new term of 4 years. Seconded by Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried.  

Alcohol Ordinance-  

Attorney Shea Browning presented the board with an updated alcohol ordinance proposal. The 

update is adding wine to the ordinance. It will be adopted in the January meeting.  

 

Water/Sewer Operations 

Chairman Liles informed the board that the funds that were reported to be grants were actually 

loans and 50- 50 grants. He felt that it was not in the best interest of the county to take on that 

debt. The Board was in agreeance. A motion was made by Commissioner Gillis to turn Water 

Operations back to the City of Pearson on January 31st. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Willis. Motion carried.  

 

Employee Incentives 

The Board agreed to keep the incentives at $250, as previously approved in the Budget. 

Christmas Party  

Low Country Boil – December 18th @ 12:00 – EOC Building  

2026 Meeting proposal and Dec. meeting 

Commissioner Gillis made a motion to approve the 2026 meeting dates and no regular meeting 

in December. It was seconded by Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried. Meeting Dates 

posted at office and website.  

2026 Holiday Proposal  

Commissioner Durrance made a motion to approve the 2026 Holidays, including the addition of 

Columbus Day. Commissioner Gillis seconded the motion. Motion carried. Holidays posted in 

office.  

Commissioner Durrance made a motion to close offices at 12:00 the day before Thanksgiving. 

Commissioner Willis seconded the motion. Motion carried.  



Financial Report – Nina Lott 

Report presented. 

 

Motion by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris to accept report. Seconded by Commissioner 

Farrell. Motion carried 

Nina stated to the board that it was recommended by the auditors to move the funds of $206,000 

from Capital Projects back to the general fund.  

Motion by Commissioner Gillis to move the funds back to General Funds and it was seconded by 

Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried.  

EMS Report – Mitchell Davis 

• October total calls: 91 

• Transported to hospital: 56 

• Cancelled calls, fire standbys, non-transports: 35 

50 calls in Pearson 

26 calls in Willacoochee 

12 calls in Axson 

3 calls in Douglas  

• Ambulance reimbursement for October: $24,852.45 



 

EMA/Fire Report – Robbie Stone 

 

 

Fire Chief informed the Board that the ISO audit is underway. Some small equipment will be 

needed carbon tip chains and floatation devices will be needed. Turbo drafts on the engine are 

$9,000 but would possibly benefit the ISO. EOC Building is coming along nicely. 

Road Report – Superintendent James Gore 

Mr. Gore stated our roads need rain. Pipes was put down in Commissioner Gillis’s District in the 

month of November. Stated that Will Lewis Rd. needed work done and would like ideas on how 

to repair.  

Executive Session 

• Motion by Commissioner Gillis to enter Executive Session at 6:00 PM. Seconded by 

Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried. 

 

• Motion by Commissioner Durrance to exit Executive Session at 6:10 PM. Seconded by 

Commissioner Willis. Motion carried. 

Action after Executive Session 



Motion was made by Commissioner Willis to assign the Fire Department to perform building 

inspections at the same pay rate as before at ½ of permit fees. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Gillis. Motion carried.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Durrance to pay Kayla Wise $350. weekly effective October 

15, 2025 for Water and Sewer Operations. Commissioner Willis seconded the motion. Motion 

carried.  

Motion was made by Vice-Chairman/Commissioner Morris to move the EMS scheduling 

starting on Mondays starting in November to reduce the overtime pay. Commissioner Farrell 

seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

Motion made by Commissioner Willis to continue employment with Wade Carver as full-time 

Administrative Assistant for the Fire Department at $684 weekly effective October. 17, 2025 and 

roll over all benefits currently receiving. The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman/ 

Commissioner Morris. Motion carried.  

Motion by Commissioner Gillis to approve the September 17 and October 9 Executive Session 

minutes. It was seconded by Commissioner Durrance. Motion carried.  

Adjournment 

• Motion by Commissioner Farrell to adjourn at 6:15 PM. Seconded by Commissioner 

Durrance. Motion carried.  

 

Meeting adjourned.

 

 

 

_______________ 

Chairman Parker Liles 

__________________________ 

Clerk Kayla Wise 

Date Approved: __________________ 

 


